P. 0. Box 224

Huntsville, TX 77342
August 18, 2008

Internal Revenue Service

P. 0. Box 192

Covington, KY 41012-0192

Attention: Determination for Exempt Organization
Sirs:

Enclosed are papers related to the completion of Form 1024, as well as Form 8718, and a
check for $750.

All are submitted with the request that, after reading and due consideration, you will
grant Farris Cemetery Association a “Recognitiorr of Exemption” status under Section 501 © 13.

Thank you for your attention.
Sincerely yours,
Lo

ames M. Farris, President
Farris Cemetery Association



871 8 User Fee for Exempt Organization ror | OMB No.1545-1798
F - »
(o, June 2008 Determination Letter Request 8. [ orto e
of the Treasury » Attach this form to determination letter application. o:; Amount paid
internal Revenue Service (Form 8718 is NOT a determination letter application.) User fee screener

1 Name of organization

2 Employer Identification Number

Caution. Do not attach Form 8718 to an application for a pension plan determination letter. Use Form 8717 instead.

3  Type of request
a ]

Initial request for a determination letter for:

Fee

® An exempt organization that has had annual gross receipts averaging not more than $10,000 during the

preceding 4 years or

® A new organization that anticipates gross receipts averaging not more than $10,000 during its first 4 years »  $300
Note. if you checked box 3a, you must complete the Certification below.

| certify that the annual gross receipts of

operation.
, Signature »

Certification

name of organization
have averaged (or are expected to average) not more than $10,000 during the preceding 4 (or the first 4) years of

Title »

b [{ Initial request for a determination letter for:
e An exempt organization that has had annual gross receipts averaging more than $10,000 during the preceding

4 years or

e A new organization that anticipates gross receipts averaging more than $10,000 during its first 4 years

¢ [ Group exemption letters

. > $750
. » 3500

Instructions

The law requires payment of a user fee
with each application for a determination
letter. The user fees are listed on line 3
above. For more information, see Rev.
Proc. 2006-8, 2006-1 |.R.B. 245, or latest
annual update.

Check the box or boxes on line 3 for the
type of application you are submitting. If
you check box 3a, you must complete and
sign the certification statement that
appears under line 3a.

Attach to Form 8718 a check or money
order payable to the “United States
Treasury” for the full amount of the user
fee. If you do not include the full amount,
your application will be retumed. Attach
Form 8718 to your determination letter
application.

Generally, the user fee will be refunded
only if the Internal Revenue Service
declines to issue a determination.

Where To File

Send the determination letter application
and Form 8718 to:

Internal Revenue Service
P.O. Box 192
Covington, KY 41012-0192

Paperwork Reduction Act Notice. We ask
for the information on this form to carry out
the Internal Revenue laws of the United
States. if you want your organization to be
recognized as tax-exempt by the IRS, you
are required to give us this information. We
need it to determine whether the
organization meets the legal requirements
for tax-exempt status.

You are not required to provide the
information requested on a form that is
subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act
unless the form dispiays a valid CMB
control number. Books or records relating

to a form or its instructions mus: oe
retained as long as their contents may
become material in the administrazion of
any Internal Revenue law. The rules
govemning the confidentiality of Form 8718
are covered in section 6104.

The time needed to complete and fiie
this form will vary depending on individua!
circumstances. The estimated average time
is 5 minutes. If you have comments
conceming the accuracy of this time
estimate or suggestions for making this
form simpler, we would be happy to hear
from you. You can write to the Internal
Revenue Service, Tax Products
Coordinating Committee,
SE:W:CAR:MP:T:T:SP, 1111 Constitution
Ave. NW, IR-6406, Washington, DC 20224.
Do not send this form to this address.
instead, see Where To File above.
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FARRIS CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

VELMA BRUCE OR MAXIA FARRIS
368 FOREST LANE
HUNTSVILLE, TX 77340

Uanti D StatiEs

S T D e A S A R i I B A i T T b

. ' L) v
SE\/EN /L,&NL'DRE’D Fi: F‘T\,/ e Mﬂ/

T T i S A AR
]

88-8519-3131 1 5 6 9 ;

1

k)

B 3 e 4
IREASJIRY ®750.°2% |

R e e T, T 28 O A, o A T T

Attach Check or Money Order Here

COMMUNITY SERVICES CREDIT UNION
P.O. Box 479

Huntsville,Texas 77342-0479

(936) 295-3980

e O

T

| -
g ForF/” 74"193@055
! 1231318519 1:700508040 5%@ Im L5689
k=

RO i O i N i i OV RSO o I .- VOO i g S

. e =y vy e 8

A4 At

el




rom 1024

(Rev. September 1998)

t of the Treasury
internal Revenue Service

Application for Recognition of Exemption

Under Section 501(a)

OMB No. 1545-0057

Read the instructions for each Part carefully. A User Fee must be attached to this application.
if the required information and appropriate documents are not submitted along with Form 8718 (with payment
of the appropriate user fee), the application may be returned to the organization.
Complete the Procedural Checklist on page 6 of the instructions.

Part 1. ldentification of

icant (Must be completed by all applicants; also complete appropriate schedule.)

Submit only the schedule that applies to your organization. Do not submit blank schedules.

Check the appropriate box below to indicate the section under which the organization is applying:

a [ Section 501(c)(2)—Title holding corporations {Schedule A, page 7)
b [ Section 501 (c){4)—Civic leagues, social weifare organizations (including certain war veterans’ organizations), or local associations of

employees (Schedule B, page 8)

-T 0 -0 a0

[3 section 501 {c)(5)—Labor, agricultural, or horticultural organizations {Schedule C, page 9)
[ section 501 {c)(6)—Business leagues, chambers of commerce, etc. (Schedule C, page 9)
O section 501(c)(7)—Social clubs (Schedule D, page 11)
[ section 501 (c)(8)—Fraternal beneficiary societies, etc., providing life, sick, accident, or other benefits to members (Schedule E, page 13}
[0 section 501 (cX9)—Voluntary employees’ beneficiary assoclations {Parts ! through IV and Schedule F, page 14)

[ section 501 {€)(10)—Domestic fratemal societies, orders, etc., not providing life, sick, accident, or other benefits (Schedule E, page 13)
O section 501(c){12)—Benevolent life insurance associations, mutual ditch or irrigation companies, mutual or cooperative telephone

_sompanies, or like organizations (Schedule G, page 15)

38 = x -

WSection 501(c)(13)— Cemeteries, crematoria, and like corporations {Schedule H, page 16)

[ section 501(c)(15)—Mutual insurance companies or associations, other than life or marine (Schedule |, page 17)

[ section 501 (c)(17)~Trusts providing for the payment of supplemental unemployment compensation benefits (Parts | through IV and Schedule J, page 18)
[ section 501(c)(19)—A post, organization, auxiliary unit, etc., of past or present members of the Armed Forces of the United States (Schedule K, page 19)
[J section 501(c)(25)—Title hoiding corporations or trusts (Schedule A, page 7)

1a Full name of organization (as shown in organizing document)

2 Employer identification number (EIN) (if
none, see Spectific Instructions on page 2)

2¢ /9346558

FARRIS CEMETERY ASSoerag7o4

1b ¢/o Name (if applicable)

James 4 Fgrris

1c Address (number and street)
FOo.Box 224

Room/Suite

1d City, town or post office, state, and ZIP + 4 if you have a foreign address, see Specific

Instructions for Part 1, page 2.

Hauntzorlle 7x 27342

3 Name and telephone number of person to be
contacted if additional information is needed

Swmes M SarrS
(936 ) 295 4738

1e Web site address

A A

4 Month the annual accounting period ends

MAY

ted or formed

5 Date incorpo
5,)/ zZ

6  Did the organization previously apply for recognition of exemption undbr this Code section or under any other section of the Code? [}Yes [ ]No

If “Yes,” attach an explanation.

7  Has the organization filed Federal income tax returns or exempt organization information returns?

If “Yes,” state the form numbers, years filed, and Intemal Revenue office where filed.

O Yes E’ﬁo

8 Check the box for the type of organization. ATTACH A CONFORMED COPY OF THE CORRESPONDING ORGANIZING DOCUMENTS TO

THE APPLICATION BEFORE MAILING.

a O Corporation—  Attach a copy of the Articles of Incorporation (including amendments and restatements) showing approval by the
appropriate state official; also attach a copy of the bylaws.

b O Trust—
¢ [EFAssociation—

Attach a copy of the Trust indenture or Agreement, including all appropriate signatures and dates.
Attach a copy of the Articles of Association, Constitution, or other creating document, with a declaration (see instructions) or

other evidence that the organization was formed by adoption of the document by more than one person. Also include a copy

of the bytaws.

if this is a corporation or an unincorporated association that has not yet adopted bylaws, check here

.» [

| declare under the penalties of perjury that | am authorized to sign this application on behalf of the above organization, and that | have examined

this

b o

PLEASE
SIGN
HERE

el Qs

cation, including the accompanying schedules and attachments, and to the best of my knowledge it is true, correct, and compigte.

..... dAmES. M. Faris.. 8-18-3008

(Type or print name and title or authority of signer)

......................

For Paperwork Resuction Act Notice, see page 5 of the instructions.



Farris Cemetery Association — EIN 74-1936055

Addendum to Line 6, Page 1 of Form 1024, to give explanation for the “Yes” response to the
question:

In February of 2008, as a 3™ Party Designee, I contacted a website entity, Legalzone, to
complete the forms and handle the required paper work to insure that the Farris Cemetery
Association would continue to operate as a domestic, unincorporated, non-profit organization. It
was my understanding that their work would do that and, in the process, fully comply with the
new IRS guidelines. (I also gave them my personal check for $987 to do this work!)

That organization has, instead, thoroughly entangled the official legal status of a very old
community cemetery. Although I have never been able to get a copy of the paperwork, I have
heard directly from various government entities and others that ...

e They have filed for a new EIN;

¢ They have instructed the state Comptroller’s Office to set up a franchise tax number;

e They have engaged a “service provider” who has since dutifully forwarded all Cemetery
mailings sent to an address in another city.

Since I am neither a lawyer, or a CPA, this process has been a particularly challenging one
for me, one on which I have spent approximately 200 hours to date.

I truly hope that the material enclosed will effect a ruling from the U.S. Government that will
allow this old Cemetery, recognized in 1972 as a Texas Historic Landmark*, to continue to
operate as a “domestic, unincorporated, non-[profit” organization.

Maggie Parker
July 31, 2008

HEZEKIAH FARIS

(4797 —1859)

L SOLDIER WHO PARTICIPATED IN
TEXAMNS' VICTORY AT SAN JACINTO.

BORN IN VIRGINIA, BROUGHT UP IN
TENMESSEE, FARIS CAME TO TEXAS TO
IGHT FUR COLONY'S FREEDOM, 18335,

- MATILDA STEVENS

NOWERE SUSAN (MRS,
ND JAMES MORGAN.
BECAME FARRIS.




FARRIS CEMETERY ASSOCIATION EIN 74-1936055
Narrative on Farris Cemetery History

The original settlers in the West Sandy Community were transplants from the mid-South
region of the United States. They had been drawn to this new frontier by the excitement, and
challenge, of helping other settlers break the Mexican yoke of governing. With a decisive win at
the Battle of San Jacinto, all who had participated in that war were awarded title to a section of
land (640 acres) anywhere in the brand new Republic of Texas.

A small band of veterans from SE Tennessee staked their claim at the headwaters of the
San Jacinto River in Walker County, and set about to clear the forest, to build their homes, to
plant crops of cotton, corn, and other grains, and to raise their families. The Hezekiah Faris
Family was one of those early settlers. (Back then, there was only one “r” in the name.)
Tradition holds that he was one of the captors of the infamous Mexican General Santa Anna.
(See picture attached to Addendum, Page 1, Line 6 of a Texas Historical Marker noting Faris’
gravesite in the “old part” of the Cemetery.)

When the first death in the new settlement came, believed to have been that of a slave and
in 1842, Hezekiah Faris offered a hillside acre of his property as a community burial site.
Thereafter, the site came to be known as the “Faris Cemetery”. Proximity, practicality, and the
honor system ruled who would be buried there: Community residents or someone closely related
to a community resident.

For many decades, “maintenance” was accomplished once a year on the last Saturday in
July, when community residents gathered to clear out and clean up this respected, sacred site.
They would work through most of the day, stopping only at noontime for a shared “dinner-on-
the-grounds™ and a time for visiting. This date was a logical one for a community of farmers
because by that time, all crops would have been “laid by”, and the harvesting would not have yet
begun. The tradition of an annual “Cemetery Work Day” continues to the present time, although
the date has been moved up to the first Saturday in June, in hope of escaping the worst of the
anticipated summertime high temperature readings.

Over the years, as the grandparents and parents grew old, the family patriarch carefully
divided the family properties equally amongst however many children had lived to maturity.
Meantime, until the mid-1930°s, and the advent of the U.S. Government’s AAA programs, the-
farmers were generally unaware of fertilizers or crop rotation, and their farmlands produced less
and less. Fewer acres that produced less and less resulted in a lower and lower standard of
living. Even so, when a loved one approached death, the primary family concern shifted to
where the funeral would be held (which of the 2 churches in the area) and whether there was still
room in “The Farris Cemetery”. Money for the funeral director and a new dress for Mama, or
shirt and tie for PaPa trumped all other tight money concerns.

By the mid-1920’s the Farris Cemetery was almost filled but J. H. Farris, a grandson of
the original donor, doubled its size with the donation of an adjacent one acre of land. Children
continued to be born, parents and other loved ones to die, inheritances to diminish in size, and
farmers’ income sank to new lows by the time of a country-wise depression in the mid-1930°s.
Worry, malaise, boredom, and at times, great anxiety prevailed up to the advent of WWII. In the
early 1940’s many young men enlisted in the Armed Services and many other men and women
went to the city in search of better wages. Still, when there was a death, the family gathered at
Farris Cemetery to pay proper respects and to bury the loved one.

The Western edge of the Farris Cemetery abuts the Sam Houston National Forest.

During the depression, the Federal Government began to sell grazing rights on those properties
to cattle men in need of same for their herds. Occasionally a West Sandy resident would pass the
word that “the cows are stomping around in our Cemetery again!” Indignant citizens would then
swarm to the site to herd the trespassers farther back into the Forest. The solution to



FARRIS CEMETERY ASSOCIATION EIN 74-1936055

the wandering cows was to build a chain-link fence. (See attachment “B”, a copy of solicitation
letter, dated March 19, 1959, that was sent to engender funds to be used for this purpose.)

Throughout most of these 100+ years, little thought was ever given to the possibility of
not having a place to bury a family member “back home” and the burial plots have filled at an
ever-increasjng rate. (In the first 141 years of her history, verified burials and dedicated
gravesités,/42. The figure for the last 25 years is 514.)

By ‘the late 1950’s the Cemetery was again almost out of grave sites and there was no
money to buy more land. This time, Jimmye and George Kearse, owners of adjacent property,
came to the rescue by donating an adjoining %2 acre. The urgency was alleviated and “Miss
Jimmye” became the acting “Manager” who would determine where any new grave site would
be located. Three Trustees were elected to serve as an Advisory Board. A checking account
would be opened and free-will offerings would be collected at the annual “Cemetery Work Day”.
The first official “Treasurer” was, by acclimation, to be “Miss Jimmye”.

In 1977, Erma Farris, a forward-thinking community resident, initiated the organization
of a Cemetery Association, with a 9-Member Board of Directors, and a set of Bylaws (See
attachment “B”) that would govern their actions. At one of those early Board meetings, the
group recognized the need to improve upon a long-prevailing practice of a once-a-year clean-up.
Somehow funds must be generated to bring “our Cemetery” up to a higher standard in
appearance. Toward that end, a Perpetual Care Fund was set up on July 26, 1977. (See
Attachment “C”)

At that time, donations and remembrance gifts were initiated, and have been encouraged
at every Membership Meeting since. After many years, this Fund grew to the point that short-
term CD’s could be purchased, and even later, stock in a Vanguard Mutual Fund was purchased.
(By law, only the interest generated by all these Perpetual Care investments may be withdrawn
and spent on expense items.)

In the past the physical expansion of the Cemetery has come about largely through the
generosity of adjacent property owners and enabled the Association to keep pace with the need.
Generous donations and remembrances have also kept pace with the growing maintenance
needs. This Board feels that we must not only be cognizant of these trends, but also plan for
projected needs into the next quarter century, and this may be our greatest challenge.

Our Mission Statement is to continue to monitor closely the management of this
institution’s business interests, to the end that Farris Cemetery will into the foreseeable future fill
a very important need in the lives of those who have lived in its proximity. We believe this

history shows that the organization fulfills the IRS legal requirements of serving as a “charitable,
non-profit organization.”

Attachments: A — Letter of March 19, 1959 1 page
B — By-laws 6 pages
C — Perpetual Care Fund 2 pages






